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Living Wage
Calculation for
Clear Creek County,
Colorado
The living wage shown is the
hourly rate that an individual
must earn to support their family,
if they are the sole provider and
are working full-time (2080 hours

per year). The state minimum wage is the same for all individuals, regardless of how many dependents they may have.
The poverty rate is typically quoted as gross annual income. We have converted it to an hourly wage for the sake of
comparison. Wages that are less than the living wage are shown in red.

For other family configurations that aren't shown here, we've provided a spreadsheet to help with adapting the results
below.

Hourly Wages One
Adult

One Adult,
One Child

Two
Adults

Two Adults,
One Child

Two Adults,
Two Children

Living Wage $8.30 $15.52 $12.33 $19.56 $25.04

Poverty Wage $5.04 $6.68 $6.49 $7.81 $9.83

Minimum Wage $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25 $7.25

Typical Expenses

These figures show the individual expenses that went into the living wage estimate. Their values vary by family size,
composition, and the current location.

Monthly Expenses One
Adult

One Adult,
One Child

Two
Adults

Two Adults,
One Child

Two Adults,
Two Children

Food $212 $345 $410 $543 $676

Child Care $0 $467 $0 $467 $827

Medical $98 $193 $196 $291 $386

Housing $692 $876 $692 $876 $876

Transportation $218 $397 $436 $615 $794

Other $151 $296 $302 $447 $592

Monthly After-Tax Income That's Required $1,371 $2,574 $2,036 $3,239 $4,151

Annual After-Tax Income That's Required $16,452 $30,888 $24,432 $38,868 $49,807

Annual Taxes $802 $1,403 $1,216 $1,817 $2,276

Annual Before Tax Income That's
Required $17,254 $32,291 $25,648 $40,685 $52,083

Typical Hourly Wages

http://www.livingwage.geog.psu.edu/
http://www.livingwage.geog.psu.edu/pages/about
http://www.povertyinamerica.psu.edu/
http://www.livingwage.geog.psu.edu/
http://www.livingwage.geog.psu.edu/downloads/family_composition_adjustments.xls


These are the typical hourly rates for various professions in this location. Wages that are below the living wage for one
adult supporting one child are marked in red.

Occupational Area Typical Hourly Wage

Management $32.68

Business and Financial Operations $25.46

Computer and Mathematical $26.66

Architecture and Engineering $31.34

Life, Physical and social Science $22.93

Community and Social Services $17.97

Legal $31.38

Education, Training and Library $17.98

Arts, Design, Entertainment, Sports and Media $15.41

Healthcare Practitioner and Technical $28.10

Healthcare Support $17.97

Protective Service $18.97

Food Preparation and Serving Related $9.47

Building and Grounds Cleaning and maintenance $10.98

Personal care and Services $10.99

Sales and Related $13.54

Office and Administrative Support $13.59

Farming, Fishing and Forestry $10.54

Construction and Extraction $17.39

Installation, Maintenance and Repair $17.98

Production $14.92

Transportation and Material Moving $13.86
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